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We Did It!

A dedicated group of nearly
20 folks turned out Tuesday
evening, Aug. 11, 2009, to
officially launch FOEL (Friends
of the Empire Library)!

There was a great show of
support from members of the
community, from the county
library, and from other Friends’
organizations — all providing
valuable input.

Changing Tables High Priority

Baby-changing tables were
determined to be a high
priority improvement project.

A set of By-Laws was ap-
proved, following some
thoughtful amendments by con-
cerned folks.

A first important project has
been identified — acquiring and
installing changing tables for
both restrooms. And, a sincere
offer for funding a major part of
this project has been received!

Parker, Cary become

Betty Parker and Nathan
Cary learned lots about the
Friends of the Empire Library, at
its first meeting — and ended up
being the organization’s first
two official members.

Nathan lives in Empire and
is a 1997 Johansen High gradu-
ate. He works in Modesto for
Safe-T-Signs and he enjoys
spending time in the library do-

A nominating committee
comprised of Michelle Bairos,
Susan Harmon, and Roxanne
Padget is preparing a slate of
nominees for officers and the
board of directors to present at
the September meeting.

Mark your calendar now for
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009, at 6 p.m.
at the Empire library. Come
along and bring a friend!

ﬁOEL Board Nomineeh

The Nominating
Committee has put forth the
following names:

President- Jim Sterling
Vice President — Nathan Cary
Secretary/Treasurer —

Susan Harmon / Roz Starn*

Director at Large —
Marye Martinez

Nominations may also be

received at the meeting.

\ * (co-office holders) /

our first “Friends”

ing research - just for fun. He
and his wife Erin have a son who
attends Empire Elementary.

Betty is known for her work
in setting up Empire’s commu-
nity park and pool. Sheisa
member of Friends of the Pool
and is a Stanislaus County Parks
Commissioner. She is a regular
user of the Empire Library.

We welcome them both!

Martha Perales, Branch Manager

New Empire Branch
Manager Likes Us!

The Empire branch of the
county library may small in size,
but it is in a great community.

That’s one of the first
impressions of new branch
manager Martha Perales, who
took over Aug, 4, 2009. In her
short time here she has already
been a big help organizing the
formation meeting of the new
Friends of the Empire Library.

A 12-year veteran of the
Stanislaus County Library, she
worked 10 years in Modesto as
a library clerk, before moving
to Ceres for 18 months. For the
past seven months she had been
assigned to the Turlock branch
as a library assistant.

Martha lives in Ceres, has
two grown children and a
daughter in high school. She
enjoys reading [of course!] and
she walks for fitness every
morning. Welcome, Marthal!

FOEL Bookmarks
is published in the interest of
strengthened community / library relations
by the Friends of the Empire Library.
For more information contact us at
209 / 578-3577 / jwsterling@comcast.net




Guidelines Important!

Donated Books Can Mean Money for Friends

Did you know that the
Friends of the Library can raise
significant money from the sale
of used books? The Friends will
sort through donated books to
find the treasures that will stock
our book sale.

While we appreciate the gen-
erosity of our patrons, we can-
not accept all materials. Here
are a few guidelines that will
help make your donations of the
greatest help to your library.

What can be donated?

Most gently-used books and

media are accepted on behalf of
the Friends of the Library.

Grades 4 -8

Among the Hidden

By Margaret Peterson Haddix

Luke has
never been
to school,
had a
birthday
party, or
gone to a
friend's. In
fact, Luke
has never ,
had a friend.

Luke is
one of the =
shadow children, a third child
forbidden by the Population
Police. He's lived his entire life
in hiding, and now, with a new
housing development replacing
the woods next to his family's
farm, he is no longer even
allowed to go outside.

Then, one day Luke sees a
girl's face in the window of a
house where he knows two
other children already live.
Finally, he's met a shadow child
like himself. Jen is willing to risk
everything to come out of the
shadows--does Luke dare to
become involved in her
dangerous plan? Can he afford
not to?

Most of the Shadow Children
series are available at the Empire

Library. Check one out today!
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What cannot be accepted?

Magazines (including Na-
tional Geographic)

Patterns and puzzles

Readers’ Digest condensed
books

Most encyclopedias, text-
books, or reference books over
three years old

Any items previously owned
by other libraries

Empty cases for CDs/ DVDs/
etc.

Why can't these items be
used?

Experience has shown that
these items simply do not sell
and must be discarded. The li-
brary then has to pay for recy-
cling and that doesn't seem like
a good use of taxpayer dollars.

Can you suggest another
place that could use these
items?

Goodwill Industries Interna-
tional will accept magazines,
Readers Digest condensed
books and encyclopedias. See
www.goodwill.org for more
information.

Where can I drop off my
donations to the library?

Patrons are asked to bring
donations for the Friends of the
Empire Library book sale to 18
South Abbie in Empire.

& Books and media materials
must be boxed in sturdy boxes.

< Please do not bring you
book donations in bags as our
volunteers cannot handle these.

Please drop books and ma-
terials off ONLY during week-
day business hours.

If there are a large number
of boxes, will the library pick
them up?

Yes! The donation pick up
can be coordinated through the
Friends of the Library. For more
information call the library.

What does the library do
with these donations?

The materials are sorted and

sold in order to raise funds to
support programs and projects
throughout the year. The
Friends plan to sell a majority of
the books at book sales that will
be well publicized.

Why doesn't the library add
these materials to the regular
collection?

Unless an item is particularly
rare, the cost in staff time to
sort, catalog, and process it ex-
ceeds its face value. We simply
don't have enough staff to han-
dle all of the donations.

Is my donation tax deducti-
ble?

Yes. We can sign and date a
receipt for the donor. The do-
nor establishes the value of the
donation.

How do I make a donation
(other than used items) to the
Library? Can I donate a book
in memory of a loved one?

Contact the Friends of the
Library for more information.

Patrons can also consider be-
coming a member of the
Friends of the Library. Friends
members receive discounts at
the book sales and there are
many volunteer opportunities
available. Funds raised through
Friends memberships are used
for library programs and ser-

vices each year

NOTE: These guidelines were adapted from the book
AEven More Great
By Sally Gardner Reed and Beth Nawalinski of
Friends of Library USA

Published by Neal-Schuman Publisher, Inc.

Copyright © 2008 Friends of Libraries USA

/ Reserve online and
pick up in Empire!

Live on the east side of
Modesto? You’ll find it a
pleasure having your books
delivered to the Empire Li-
brary. It’s an easy drive
from anywhere east of
Mitchell, El Vista, Oakdale
Roads, with plenty of easy

parking and helpful, friendly
Qaff. /
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